September 2020

Fall is fast approaching and we hope you had an enjoyable summer, whether it was a
“staycation” or a social distancing vacation. We are thinking of you, our supporters, as we enter
into the seventh month of the COVID-19 outbreak. To date, we have been managing well,
following all health and safety practices with additional staffing, screening, masking, swabbing
and cleaning.
Our Management Team has been keeping family members and loved ones updated with current
happenings in both care centers. This has proven very effective in keeping families informed on
any changes that have occurred.
As you are well aware, the ones that suffer the most are our residents. We have just recently
opened the doors to essential visitors. To date, we have opened the hair salons and many family
and residents are enjoying scheduled outside visiting times.
We thank you for remembering us through your thoughts, prayers and donations. As Dr. Deena
Hinshaw, Alberta’s Chief Medical Officer of Health says:
"We are all tired of COVID-19, but this virus doesn't care.
We have no choice but to learn how to live with it."
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Our Lady of Providence Chapel — Update
So many donors have helped us to achieve this dream
of having a dedicated chapel for the residents, their
families, volunteers and staff. We are so grateful for
your kind and very generous support. We are very
nearly finished.
COVID-19 has reared its ugly head at the most
unexpected or unforeseen times. With all the “sneeze
guards” being put up around town, it created a demand
on acrylic – the same acrylic our donor boards are
made of. Thanks to some very resourceful people at
Modulex, mission was accomplished.
The same held true for furnishings.
Vinyl is
challenging to come by as are other fabrics.
A chapel needs chairs.
Again, thanks to our
resourceful friends at Dor-Val in Montreal, the
chairs were produced, a three day drive out west
to ensure we have them in time and we are all set
to go.
Completion of the Chapel is behind schedule. Challenges with trades willing to work in close
proximity to a Long Term Care Centre presented some scheduling issues. Getting supplies also
challenged us from time to time. The good news is we anticipate being finished by the end of
September 2020.
We will be hosting Bishop William McGrattan from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary to lead
us through the Dedication Celebration on October 13, 2020. We must conform to all legislation
regarding gatherings for the safety of everyone, so our invitation list is very small.

Mardi Gras Gala

We know many want to attend this wonderful celebration so we have put a lot of energy into
developing the knowledge to do “live streaming”. Those who wish can watch the event on a Smart
TV, a computer, a tablet or even a cell phone. If you are interested in being part of the home viewing
audience, please reach out to Kelly Lott at klott@fatherlacombe.ca and she can provide you with all
the details. For those who are unable to participate during the day, the video will be saved to both
the Society and the Foundation’s website for future viewing.
I have been blessed to work on this project. I am very grateful for all the coaches and mentors I have
had along my journey. Without the donors, this project would not have been possible and I extend
my heart felt thanks. Most of all, I thank Providence. It has been my constant companion throughout
this undertaking. When you have the opportunity to be in the chapel, I hope you will see and feel the
beauty through the simplicity.
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One to One Carts
For many years, members of the Fish Creek Rotary have
helped out with the Stampede Breakfast, flipping and serving
pancakes for the residents of Father Lacombe Care Centre.
When the Calgary Stampede was cancelled this year, they
looked for other ways to be engaged and help the residents.
Thanks to a generous donation from Fish Creek Rotary, two
new carts have been purchased and equipped with all sorts of
items to peek the interest of a curious person. Items on the
cart will appeal to a person’s physical, social, cognitive,
emotional and/or spiritual needs. Something for everyone.
Recreation staff are enjoying the flexibility having the carts
is offering. It presents opportunities for more meaningful
reminiscing. Residents who are not so keen on group
activities are enjoying the individual time with the staff.
After each visit, items are cleaned and on to the next resident
to find their favourite activity.

Face Mask Donation
They often say that Calgarians have a true entrepreneurial
spirit and this young lady is a shining example of this.
Isabelle Bouchard is very aware of the needs of seniors.
During the early days of COVID, Isabelle made a variety
of special cards, many of them heart shaped, all of them
containing touching messages of support and love for the
residents. Staff came to work to find her beautiful artwork
adorning the windows of both Father Lacombe and
Providence Care Centre.
She out did herself this time. She decided to make masks,
decorative and pretty ones. She sold them and donated the
$270.50 profit to the Pandemic Fund supporting the residents
to stay connected during times of so little connection with the
outside world.
You know our community is in good hands with wonderful
entrepreneurs like Isabelle and her father, Dr. Bouchard,
Medical Director for the Father Lacombe Care Society.
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Photo Gallery during this Pandemic

Father Lacombe Care Foundation

Page 5

Father Lacombe Care Foundation

Kay Davis 104th Birthday
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Virtual Visits
It was like a light switch was turned off. Families were visiting,
helping with meals, doing laundry and taking loved ones for a stroll
and then the Medical Health orders came down that there would be
no more visiting with family members or volunteers.
We were challenged to find ways to keep families connected.
Window visits started to happen. Butterflies were drawn on the
sidewalks with chalk and pink unicorns and dinosaurs came dancing
by. The need to see loved ones was immense so the “virtual visits”
were started.
Thanks to the support of wonderful donors and the generosity
of families, we were able to purchase iPads. At first, the focus
was to connect families. What we hadn’t expected was the
generation that would jump on the calls and connect. Teenage
grandchildren were taking the time to connect with loved ones.
“We have been able to connect the young with the elderly
residents who were not brought up with technology” said Dawn
Pinel, Recreation Therapist for Father Lacombe Care Centre.
Although we have now progressed to designated family members
visiting, some families continue to reach out through virtual visits. One of our residents at Providence
Care Centre has a weekly date with her son, thanks to technology. She lives here and he lives in
Perth, Australia. These connections will live on. Technology is still used to bring joy to the residents
through virtual music concerts and even PALS. visits.

A Family’s Thank You
The following email was received from the daughter of a residents from Providence Care Centre.
“We visit my mom everyday and some days she is happy, other days
sad . . . only because she misses her dogs . . . who have passed away.

Today, we arrived at our usual 3 pm and shortly after arriving there was
a knock at her door... a lovely lady was at the door offering fresh fruit,
lt was cut up, and ready to be served. My mom went to the door, was
totally engaged and happily accepted a plate of fresh fruit. We . . . my
Dad and I, had such a smile on our faces. She was so engaged, so
happy and our hearts were filled with joy watching her come back in the
room with a plate full of fresh food.
Thank you for everything you do to care for my Mom and others. We
bow from the ankles, at the incredible efforts that are made to bring the
things she loves right to her door. Love blessings and gratitude for each
and every one of you for the part you each play in the end result that
she and we experience.”

Shelley Shahanaghi
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“We Will Rock You”
We all look for signs that life is returning to “normal”, even if it is a “new normal”. March 2020
saw the doors of Father Lacombe Care Centre close to family members, visitors, volunteers and
entertainers. The risk of exposure to the residents was too great.
Well, the doors didn’t exactly open to entertainers again, but thanks to a very creative recreation
department the first live musical entertainment was provided to the residents on September 8.
In two shifts, residents were seated in the dining room, recognizing social distancing measures.
Meanwhile, the entertainers were set up in the courtyard outside the dining room with windows
and doors open to enjoy the music.
Residents danced in their seats, clapped their hands and tapped their feet to the music. Even
requests were taken by the musicians. “We will Rock You”, is not the typical request you would
expect from our residents, but in this case it was the trigger to some very special memories for one
resident.

Move that Bus . . . Here!
Thanks to the generosity of so many, funds were raised and the bus was ordered just after the
Christmas season last year.
As with so many businesses that COVID-19 affected, building the chassis of our bus was impacted.
Chassis were no longer on the conveyer belts at Ford.
But once again Providence prevailed. It turns out the delay has accommodated a new safety
regulation that will see changes to our seating plan in the bus. In short, the bus will be able to have
either 6 large wheelchairs and 1 bariatric wheelchair or 5 large wheelchairs and 2 bariatric residents
therefore allowing our bariatric residents more opportunity to go on outings.
We are very hopeful that we will receive the bus this fall in time for the Christmas Lights season.

Legacy Dinner—
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 restriction situation, the 2020 Legacy Dinner
has been cancelled for this year.
Stay tuned for our On-Line Auction Fundraiser—more information to follow!

Pandemic Fund Relief
We have received numerous donations from friends, family members and the community to help
with Pandemic Relief—many as a result of our May newsletter. Staff and residents enjoyed Little
Ceasar’s pizza, goodies from COBS Bread, Tim Horton’s and staff received daily treats to remind
them how important they are! Other donations included, but not limited to, masks, garment bags
and PPE gowns. To all who supported us through their kind wishes, financial resources and
prayers, we convey our deepest gratitude.

Evelyn Stewart
Director of Development
Phone: 587-393-1353
Cell: 403-630-7201

Kelly Lott
Donor Relations Coordinator
Phone: 403-254-6281
Father Lacombe Care Foundation
270 Providence Blvd SE, Calgary, AB T2X 0V6

www.flccfoundation.ca

like us on Facebook

All donations are gratefully received and tax receipts will be issued promptly for your donation.
Charitable Registration #85529 7867 RR0001

